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 August Quarterly  

August Quarterly is a religious gathering that started in 1814 by Peter Spencer, the founder of the 

Union Church of Africans. He started the religious gathering on the first anniversary of his founding 

of the Union Church of African Members, the first denomination incorporated in these United States, 

by African Americans for African Americans. There were several local congregations, and even a 

few independent local churches in the south, but Spencer and his Union Church were the first to do 

so with an alliance or denomination in mind.  

By 1814, there were several churches that aligned themselves with Spencer’s movement and they 

came together in a celebration of religious freedom and racial solidarity.  Peter Spencer was perhaps 

a man ahead of his time in that he believed the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Church provided a 

vehicle to teach and preach about five principles of life -hope, salvation, community, liberation, and 

self-determination. It was these five principles that provided a foundation for his ministry. The Union 

Church and the August Quarterly.  

The August Quarterly grew into an opportunity for the African American Community in and around 

Wilmington, Delaware to become self-actualized.  Delaware was unique in that it was both a slave 

state and a free state.  Geographically, it was below the Mason-Dixon line, yet in the northern part of 

the state it was declared “free.” August Quarterly provided a rare, and almost militant opportunity for 

African Americans, both those yet enslaved and those who had been granted freedom, to gather 

together. Freedom of assembly for African Americans was against the law in many parts of the 

country, and unheard of in all parts of the nation. But Peter Spencer and this newly formed church 

dared to call for solidarity and the freedom of assembly for men and women of African descent.  

The message went out throughout the surrounding areas and not only to the churches associated with 

Spencer’s movement, but men and women from all over would journey to Wilmington to share in 

these ideals, and if they were not free, they at least shared in the hope of freedom. In time, enslaved 

Africans were granted passage by their captors to attend the August Quarterly in Wilmington, and 

people would travel from Lower Delaware and Maryland’s Eastern Shore to attend the AQ. People 

also came on steamships, in wagons and on foot from New Jersey, Eastern Pennsylvania, and New 

York for this great celebration and participation in the hope of freedom. Thousands of African 

Americans made the pilgrimage to Wilmington, Delaware on this last weekend of August to attend 

the Big Quarterly, which was the proper name, though most knew it by the name August Quarterly 

because it always ended on the last Sunday of August.  

Education was another principle espoused by Peter Spencer. There was a school associated with 

every church that aligned itself with the African Union Church movement. Today, the first African 

Union Church congregation is represented by the Mother African Union Church, which has been 

granted by God with the honor of serving as host church for the AQ. But the AQ does not belong to 

Mother Church, it belongs to all of the faith community, the City of Wilmington, and the region, and 

it is a sign, symbol and foretaste of the Kingdom of God. The Mother African Union Church today is 

striving not just to keep alive the celebration of AQ for us to remember, but the church makes every 

effort to keep alive Spencer’s vision for the church and the principles he stood for—hope, salvation, 

community, liberation and self-determination.  

Credit to Rev. Lawrence M. Livingston, 2015  
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Welcome to the 212th Closing Worship Celebration of the August Quarterly 

Our Soul. Our Story. 

"One generation shall praise Your works to another and shall declare Your mighty acts." 

— Psalm 145:4 (NKJV) 

Grace and peace to you, 

On behalf of the Historic Mother African Union Church, it is both my distinct honor and heartfelt joy to welcome you 

to the 212th Closing Worship Celebration of the August Quarterly. 

Today, we gather not simply to conclude a service, but to celebrate a sacred legacy. For more than two centuries, the 

August Quarterly has stood as a living witness to the enduring faith, resilience, and sacred courage of a people who 

believed that worship could sustain a community, that hope could outlast hardship, and that God's faithfulness would 

continue from generation to generation. 

Our 2026 theme, "Our Soul. Our Story.", is both a celebration and a sacred invitation. It reminds us that our story 

is more than a collection of historical moments—it is the testimony of a people whose faith has endured, whose culture 

has inspired, and whose witness continues to shape the moral and spiritual fabric of our nation. Our soul is found in 

our unwavering trust in God. Our story is written in every prayer whispered, every hymn sung, every sacrifice made, 

and every generation that has carried this sacred legacy forward. 

Whether you are a lifelong participant in the August Quarterly, a first-time guest, a member of our beloved Motherland 

Nation family, a friend from another faith tradition, a community partner, or a visitor joining us from near or far, know 

that you are welcomed, valued, and deeply appreciated. This celebration belongs to all who believe in the 

transformative power of faith, community, justice, and hope. 

As we worship together today, may we honor the vision of our founder, the Rev. Peter Spencer, whose courage helped 

establish a legacy that continues to inspire generations. May we also recommit ourselves to building communities 

marked by compassion, unity, reconciliation, and love, ensuring that the story we inherit becomes an even greater 

story for those who will come after us. 

Thank you for sharing this historic and sacred occasion. May today's worship renew your spirit, strengthen your faith, 

and remind each of us that while history remembers where we have been, faith always calls us toward what God is 

yet preparing. 

Welcome to the 212th August Quarterly Closing Worship Celebration. 

May God richly bless you, your family, and the generations to come. 

With gratitude and joyful expectation, 

Dr. Ron Whitaker 

Overseer Dr. Ronald W. Whitaker, II 

Senior Pastor 

Historic Mother African Union Church 

212th August Quarterly Closing Worship Celebration 

August 30, 2026 
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And Still We Rise 

Our Soul. Our Story. 

"You may trod me in the very dirt, but still, like dust, I'll rise." 
— Maya Angelou, Still I Rise 

There are few declarations in the English language that capture the spirit of a people quite 
like Maya Angelou's timeless refrain, "Still I Rise." Those three words have become more 
than poetry; they have become the testimony of generations who refused to allow 
oppression to determine their destiny. They echo through the cotton fields where enslaved 
Africans whispered prayers beneath the stars. They resonate in the songs of the Civil Rights 
Movement. They live in the voices of mothers who raised children against impossible odds, 
pastors who preached hope in seasons of despair, and communities that continued to 
build when the world expected them to break. 

As I reflect upon the remarkable legacy of the August Quarterly, I cannot help but conclude 
that long before Maya Angelou ever placed pen to paper, Peter Spencer and our ancestors 
were already living those words. They understood that while circumstances may bend the 
human spirit, they need not break it. They believed that faith was more than a private 
conviction; it was the courage to stand again after every fall, to build again after every loss, 
and to hope again after every disappointment. 

That, perhaps, is the story of the August Quarterly. 

For 212 years, this sacred gathering has stood as a living testimony that God's people 
possess an extraordinary capacity to rise. It has survived wars, economic depressions, 
pandemics, racial violence, political upheaval, changing generations, and cultural shifts. 
Yet year after year, believers have gathered to worship, to remember, to celebrate, and to 
proclaim that God's faithfulness has never failed. 

Our theme this year, "Our Soul. Our Story.", reminds us that history is not simply 
something we inherit—it is something we steward. Every generation receives a sacred story 
and bears the responsibility of carrying it forward with integrity, courage, and hope. We are 
beneficiaries of sacrifices we did not make, prayers we did not pray, and victories we did 
not earn. Because others refused to surrender, we have the privilege of standing where we 
stand today. 

At the heart of that story stands one of the most remarkable yet often overlooked figures in 
American religious history—the Reverend Peter Spencer. 

Born into slavery, Peter Spencer understood firsthand the crushing weight of oppression. 
Yet what makes his life extraordinary is not simply that he endured hardship; it is that he 
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transformed hardship into holy purpose. Rather than allowing injustice to define him, he 
devoted himself to building institutions that affirmed the dignity, leadership, and spiritual 
authority of African Americans. In 1813, he founded the Union Church of Africans, 
establishing one of the earliest independent Black church movements in the United States. 
A year later, he organized what would become the August Quarterly, creating a sacred 
gathering where Black Christians could worship freely, strengthen community, reunite 
families, exchange ideas, and celebrate the goodness of God. 

Peter Spencer did not merely establish an annual meeting. 

He cultivated a movement of hope. 

He understood something that remains profoundly relevant today: whenever people 
discover their God-given dignity, they begin to rise. 

His story reminds us that freedom is never merely political; it is deeply spiritual. Before 
people can rise outwardly, they must first believe inwardly that they were created in the 
image of God. Spencer understood that worship was not an escape from the realities of 
life; worship was preparation to transform those realities. Every hymn sung, every sermon 
preached, every testimony shared, and every prayer offered during those early August 
Quarterlies became a declaration that God's children would no longer allow the world to 
define their worth. 

This spirit has always distinguished the Black Church. 

Scholars such as James H. Cone, Albert J. Raboteau, Howard Thurman, and Lewis V. 
Baldwin have demonstrated that the Black Church has never been merely a religious 
institution. It has been the moral conscience of communities, the birthplace of leadership, 
the guardian of culture, the keeper of memory, and the incubator of hope. Long before 
African Americans possessed political influence or economic power, they possessed faith. 
That faith built schools, organized mutual aid societies, nurtured entrepreneurs, 
challenged injustice, educated generations, and proclaimed that every human being bears 
the image of God. 

The Black Church has always believed that theology must be lived. 

Prayer must become purpose. 

Worship must become witness. 

Faith must become action. 

Perhaps this is why Scripture continually points us toward the remarkable truth that God's 
greatest work often emerges from humanity's greatest adversity. Joseph rose from the 
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prison to preserve a nation. Moses rose from exile to become a liberator. Ruth rose from 
grief to become part of the lineage of Christ. Esther rose from obscurity to influence an 
empire. Nehemiah rose among broken walls to rebuild a people. The prophet Micah boldly 
declared, "Though I have fallen, I will rise" (Micah 7:8). Isaiah encouraged a weary 
generation by proclaiming, "They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles" (Isaiah 40:31). The Apostle Paul reminded 
believers that though they were "hard pressed on every side," they were "not crushed... 
struck down, but not destroyed" (2 Corinthians 4:8-9). 

Yet the greatest testimony of rising is not found in any prophet or patriarch. 

It is found in Jesus Christ. 

The very foundation of Christianity is resurrection. 

Our faith is not ultimately built upon suffering; it is built upon victory over suffering. It is not 
anchored merely in the Cross, but in the empty tomb. Jesus declared in John 11:25, "I am 
the resurrection and the life." Likewise, the Apostle Paul proclaimed that "if the Spirit of 
Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you... He will also give life to your mortal 
bodies" (Romans 8:11). 

This means that resurrection is not simply something Christians celebrate once a year. 

Resurrection is the rhythm of Christian living. 

Every act of forgiveness is resurrection. 

Every restored relationship is resurrection. 

Every child who overcomes impossible circumstances is resurrection. 

Every congregation that refuses to surrender after hardship is resurrection. 

Every believer who chooses hope instead of despair is living resurrection. 

That truth has become especially meaningful for the Historic Mother African Union Church. 

This year, our beloved congregation experienced one of the greatest challenges in our 213-
year history with the devastating loss of our historic sanctuary. For many communities, 
such a tragedy might have marked the conclusion of a story. But our story has never been 
defined by what we have lost. It has always been defined by the God who continues to 
restore. 

We have discovered anew that buildings can be destroyed, but vision cannot. Walls may 
fall, but worship continues. Sanctuaries may burn, but the Church of Jesus Christ remains 
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unconquered. Like Peter Spencer before us, we have learned that our greatest strength has 
never been found in brick and mortar, but in faith and fellowship. We have continued to 
worship. We have continued to serve. We have continued to love our community. We have 
continued to believe that God is still writing our story. 

And still, we rise. 

Our ancestors understood this truth. They rose from slavery to freedom. They rose from 
exclusion to leadership. They rose from segregation to legislation. They rose from silence to 
prophetic witness. Every generation faced obstacles unique to its own moment, yet every 
generation left behind a testimony that whispered to the next: "Do not give up. God is not 
finished." 

Now it is our turn. 

The question before us is not simply whether we admire Peter Spencer. 

The question is whether we possess his spirit. 

Will we rise above division with unity? 

Will we rise above fear with faith? 

Will we rise above complacency with service? 

Will we rise above cynicism with hope? 

Will we rise above injustice with courage? 

Will we rise above comfort to become builders of stronger communities, faithful disciples, 
compassionate neighbors, and transformational leaders? 

History is not changed by spectators. 

History is changed by people who are willing to stand when standing is difficult, to serve 
when serving is costly, and to believe when believing requires extraordinary faith. 

That is the legacy Peter Spencer entrusted to us. 

That is the legacy our ancestors preserved for us. 

That is the legacy Christ calls us to embody. 

As we celebrate this 212th August Quarterly, let us remember that we are not merely 
honoring the past. We are preparing the future. The children watching us today will one day 
tell the story of this generation. May they say that when uncertainty surrounded us, we 
chose faith. When challenges confronted us, we chose courage. When setbacks 
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threatened us, we chose perseverance. And when the moment required us to rise, we 
answered the call. 

Maya Angelou gave poetic language to what generations of Black believers already knew. 
Peter Spencer gave institutional expression to it. Our ancestors demonstrated it. Jesus 
Christ secured it through His resurrection. 

Now, it is our responsibility to live it. 

May our soul remain anchored in God. May our story continue to inspire generations yet 
unborn. And may the same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead empower each of us to 
rise above every obstacle, every disappointment, every injustice, and every fear. 

For as long as God remains faithful—and He always will—our testimony shall forever be the 
same. 

And still... we rise. 

Overseer Dr. Ronald W. Whitaker, II 
Senior Pastor 
Historic Mother African Union Church 
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Praise God for 

212 Years 

of the August Quarterly Festival 

Celebrating the Right to Religious Freedom 

and the Legacy of our 

Founder the Rev. Peter Spencer!  

 
 

 

From the 

Ministerial Staff of the 

Historic Mother African Union Church 
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“OUR SOUL – OUR STORY’ 

UP THROUGH the ASHES  
1814 – 2026 

 

THE 212TH AUGUST QUARTERLY FESTIVAL COMMITTEE, Inc., 
“RECOMMITTED TO OUR COMMON PURPOSE AND DREAMS OF 

OUR FOUNDER PETER SPENCER” 
 

THE AUGUST QUARTERLY FESTIVAL – 

 “THE BIG QUARTERLY” 
 

Is Truly “The Soul and The Story” For Me and My Family! 

Beginning with My Great Grand Father Rev. Moses Martin-Preacher 

and my Grandfather John Louis Martin, who became a Members of 

The Mother Church after relocating from Have de Grace, Maryland in the early 1900’s 
 

August Quarterly, is the Oldest Religious Festival, started in 1814 by our Founder Rev. Dr. Peter Spencer.  It 

was a time for Free Blacks and Slaves alike to come together, from multi-states to celebrate their faith with 

singing, dancing, testimonials and feasting on Good Home cooked Soul Food.  The August Quarterly is the 

Oldest such celebration in the Country. 
 

August Quarterly became a kind of Independence Day for Black People on the Delmarva Peninsula.  In the 

early years of the Festival “Abolitionist and Underground Railroad Conductors, i.e. Thomas Garrett and Harriet 

Tubman” were often in Wilmington to assist slaves who chose to escape!  
 

The August Quarterly has changed over the Years but, through Faith and the Grace of God we’ve remained 

committed to carry on the Tradition and Celebrate our “212th August Quarterly Festival! Even with the 

Devastating fire of our Church Building at 9th & Franklin Street, Our commitment to the memory of Peter 

Spencer’s principals must go forward.   
 

I would like to Thank our Past Pastors and our current Overseer, Rev. Dr. Ronald W. Whitaker, II, Senior 

Pastor of Mother African Union Church (The Motherland) for allowing and putting confidence in Me and My 

committee to carry on this Great Celebration.   
 

To My Committee because of your Commitment, Love and Endurance  

The August Quarterly Festival Continues!!!  
 

The AUGUST QUARTERLY FESTIVAL, INC.  

 “BIG QUARTERLY” 

“Motto” 

“212 WE ARE RISING FROM THE ASHES” 
  

  MARILYN J. MONK,  

  General Chairlady 

  212TH August Quarterly Festival Committee, Inc.  

  

 

55222 Darla Chase.pdf August 25, 2026 13:26:49

14



55222 Darla Chase.pdf August 25, 2026 13:26:49

15



55222 Darla Chase.pdf August 25, 2026 13:26:49

16



55222 Darla Chase.pdf August 25, 2026 13:26:49

17



55222 Darla Chase.pdf August 25, 2026 13:26:49

18



PAID FOR BY CHRIS COONS FOR DELAWARE

FOR BRINGING TOGETHER
OUR COMMUNITY AND

CELEBRATING THE LEGACY
OF DR. PETER SPENCER!

CONGRATULATIONS  
TO THE

AUGUST QUARTERLY
FESTIVAL  

BEST WISHES, 
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Thank you and congratulations to everyone
involved in planning this year’s August Quarterly.

This year’s theme, “Our Soul, Our Story,” could
not be more timely. It seems every day there are
those who wish to rob us of our culture, our
history, and our joy. We won’t let them.

This celebration is a reminder
of the power of our
Beloved Community.

PAID FOR BY LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER FOR SENATE

@LBR /LisaBluntRochester

www.lisabluntrochester.com

@LisaBRochester
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Paid for by McBride for Delaware

I’m so proud to support the
August Quarterly Festival
and celebrate their 212th
anniversary. Enjoy!
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

PROCLAMATION 

IN RECOGNITION OF 

THE AUGUST QUARTERLY FESTIVAL 

Whereas, the August Quarterly, known as the "Big Quarterly," is an annual 

celebration commemorating the founding of the Union Church of Africans, which was 
founded in 1814 by the Reverend Peter Spencer in Wilmington, Delaware; and 

Whereas, the Quarterly educates participants on a variety of American freedom 
movements, including, but not limited to, the Underground Railroad, the August 

Quarterly, the Abolitionist Movement, and other revered freedom movements; and 

Whereas, the August Quarterly commemorates and celebrates the significant 

historical perspectives of our nation in general and the African American experience; and 

Whereas, in 2026, the August Quarterly Festival is celebrating 212 years of historic 
and religious freedom. 

Now, Therefore, I, Matthew Meyer, Governor, 
do hereby recognize August 23-30, 2026, as 

THE AUGUST QUARTERLY FESTIVAL 

in the State of Delaware, and encourage all citizens to honor the significance of the August 
Quarterly and urge them to participate in the services and festivities. 

MatthewMeier 
Governor 
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PROCLAMATION 
Be it hereby known to all that The Honorable Marcus Henry, 

New Castle County Executive, recognizes  
 

August Quarterly 
WHEREAS, the August Quarterly, also known as the "Big Quarterly," began in 1814 in Wilmington, 
Delaware, and stands as the oldest African American festival in the United States, founded by Peter 
Spencer, a visionary leader and trailblazer of religious and civil freedom; and 

WHEREAS, Peter Spencer, often regarded as the “Original Civil Rights Leader,” firmly believed in 
the principles enshrined in the Bill of Rights, especially the freedoms of religion and assembly, and 
acted on those beliefs by establishing a space where African Americans could gather in faith, 
fellowship, and freedom; and 

WHEREAS, the August Quarterly was a sacred and rare time when enslaved African Americans from 
across the eastern seaboard could travel, reconnect with loved ones, and celebrate the spirit of unity, 
resilience, and hope; and 

WHEREAS, the August Quarterly commemorates critical historical movements including the 
Underground Railroad, the Abolitionist Movement, and other landmark freedom movements that 
shaped the path toward civil rights, equality, and justice for all people in this nation; and 

WHEREAS, the August Quarterly Festival Committee continues this powerful legacy, providing 
cultural activities and educational programs that uplift African American heritage and instill pride and 
a sense of belonging across generations—from youth to elders; and 

WHEREAS, the August Quarterly has become a vital institution, drawing thousands to Wilmington 
annually, preserving the memory and message of African American endurance and triumph through 
black history presentations, conferences, theatrical dramas, and family-centered events; and 

WHEREAS, the Mother African Union Church has long stood as a historic beacon of faith, hope, and 
service, serving as a spiritual home for generations of worshippers while enriching the cultural, civic, 
and religious life of the community; and, in the wake of the devastating fire in May, the congregation 
has demonstrated extraordinary strength, resilience, and unwavering commitment to preserving its 
enduring legacy and rebuilding for future generations; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Marcus Henry, County Executive, do hereby proclaim the last week of August 
as: 

“August Quarterly Week” 

in New Castle County, and urge all citizens to join in commemorating this vital piece of American 
history by supporting the August Quarterly Festival, honoring the legacy of Peter Spencer, and 
reflecting on the enduring principles of freedom, unity, and faith that it represents. 

________________________________ 
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WILMINGTON CITY COUNCIL

www.wilmingtoncitycouncil.com

TRIPPI CONGO
PRESIDENT

COBY J. OWENS
1st District

SHANÉ N. DARBY
2nd District

ZANTHIA OLIVER
3rd District

MICHELLE HARLEE
4th District

CHRISTIAN WILLAUER
5th District

YOLANDA M. MCCOY
6th District

CHRIS JOHNSON
7th District

NATHAN FIELD
8th District

MARIA D. CABRERA
At-Large

ALEXANDER D. HACKETT
At-Large

JAMES SPADOLA
At-Large

LATISHA BRACY
At-Large

“As we celebrate the 212th Anniversary of the August
Quarterly, we honor a remarkable tradition that has
stood as a symbol of African American faith, freedom,
resilience, and unity for more than two centuries. Born
in Wilmington through the vision of Peter Spencer, the
August Quarterly continues to inspire generations
while celebrating the enduring legacy of African
American spiritual independence. May this year's
celebration remind us of the strength of our past and
the promise of our future.”
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CONGRATULATIONS ON THE 212
AUGUST QUARTERLY! WISHING
YOU AND YOURS A JOYOUS AND
MEANINGFUL CELEBRATION.

TH

@KATHYJENNINGSDE

@KATHYJENNINGSDE

KATHYFORDELAWARE.COM

PAID FOR BY FRIENDS OF KATHY JENNINGS
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“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.” 

Jeremiah 29:11

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.” 

Jeremiah 29:11

PAID FOR BY YORK FOR DELAWARE

www.LydiaYork.comwww.LydiaYork.com

CongratulationS
on 212 years 

DELAWARE STANDS WITH YOU

CongratulationS
on 212 years 

DELAWARE STANDS WITH YOU
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For 60 years,we’ve maintained the
highest quality foods, and superb
customer service. Whether you’re
looking for gourmet or everyday,
stop by our store to look!

55222 Darla Chase.pdf August 25, 2026 13:26:50

38



55222 Darla Chase.pdf August 25, 2026 13:26:50

39



55222 Darla Chase.pdf August 25, 2026 13:26:50

40



OUR APPROACH
Proudly serving the Washington 
Metropolitan Area for over  years, CECA 
specializes in delivering customized building 
solu ons. Our in-house team of technical 
professional  are uniquely skilled to 
provide services in A/E Design, Third-Party 
Inspec ons, and Green Build  
Innova ons.  

, Suite , Lanham, M  20706  | P: 1- -967-1719 | info@cecallc.com  

SOLUTIONS 
A/E Design
Third-Party Inspec ons 
QA/QC Construction Monitoring

KEY PROJECTS 
MGM Casino
National Harbor
Carlye Place 
Wash   
First Bap st Church 

Engineering Excellence. 
Building Integrity. 

We ust cele rate the successes of our heritage  as we stri e to uild on 
those legacies 
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Looking Back 
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Rev. Carolyn C. Cavaness is the daughter of the 

late Rev. Harold Cavaness and Ms. Karen 

Cavaness. A fourth-generation preacher, Rev. 

Cavaness’ great-grandfather, The Rev. Dr. Joseph 

Slade, Sr., pastored numerous churches in the 

Philadelphia Annual Conference and in the New 

Jersey Annual Conference, including the historic 

St. James AME Church in Newark, NJ. Her great-

uncle, Rev. Walter Slade, founded Union Chapel 

AME Church in Newark, NJ, where Rev. Cavaness 

served on the Ministerial Staff. Rev. Carolyn 

embarked on her ministerial journey at Israel 

Memorial AME Church, Newark, NJ, where she 

answered her call to preach at the age of 14, 

rendered and received her license to preach at the 

age 15.  

Rev. Cavaness is a graduate of Barnard College of 

Columbia University in New York City, with a 

major in Urban Studies with a concentration in 

Economics. During her time at Barnard, she served 

as President of the Student Government 

Association, Vice President of Student 

Government, President of the Columbia University 

Gospel Choir, President of Black Church at 

Columbia, and was involved in many other 

activities and boards. Also, she was Programming 

Coordinator for the 2003 New Student Orientation 

Program at Columbia University. For her 

contributions to the Barnard Community Carolyn 

received the Frank Gilbert Bryson Prize, the 

highest leadership award of the College. She was 

also the recipient of the Barnard Bear Pin for her 

dedication and commitment to campus life.  

Rev. Cavaness graduated in May 2011 from Union 

Theological Seminary in New York City with a 

Master of Divinity degree. In her second year, she 

was awarded the Hudnut Preaching Award. The 

award is conferred annually by the faculty at the 

end of the middle year to a student who, in their 

judgment, has made the best preparation for the 

preaching ministry.  

Prior to enrolling in seminary, Rev. Cavaness was 

deputy finance director for Senator Hillary 

Rodham Clinton’s historic campaign for President. 

She was employed by Barnard College as Officer 

to the Barnard College Annual Fund. She was also 

Finance Director for New York State Senator 

Andrea Stewart-Cousins. Carolyn was also 

Director of Development for George Jackson 

Academy in New York City.  

Rev. Cavaness is fluent in Spanish after spending 

her junior year in high school abroad in Zaragoza, 

Spain.  

Rev. Cavaness served for eight (8) years as New 

Jersey Conference YPD President of the AME 

Church. She was also 2001 AME Youth of the 

Year for the New Jersey Annual Conference.  

At the age of 16, Rev. Carolyn was admitted on 

trial in the AME Church. She was ordained an 

Itinerant Deacon in the AME Church on April 17, 

2010, and on April 14, 2012, an Itinerant Elder in 

the AME Church.   

On November 9, 2024, Rev. Cavaness was 

appointed by Bishop Samuel Lawrence Green, Sr., 

the 53rd Pastor of Mother Bethel AME Church, 

the first woman to lead the birthplace of African 

Methodism, which sits on the oldest parcel of land 

continuously owned by African Americans in the 

United States purchased by the founder of the 

AME Church, Bishop Richard Allen.  

 Prior to her historic appointment, she served for 

ten (10) years as the Pastor of Bethel AME Church 

of Ardmore, PA the first female pastor in that 

church’s 130-year history. During her tenure, Rev. 

Cavaness was blessed to serve alongside this 

congregation in leading the congregation to 

embark on various capital improvements 

Rev. Carolyn C. Cavaness 
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including: upgrade and overhaul of the HVAC 

system, roofing and renovations of the lower level 

of the church. In Spring, 2018, the congregation 

launched the Bethel Community Garden, which in 

its first year harvested over 1,000 lbs. of produce, 

which impacted local pantries, members and 

friends. During the COVID-19 pandemic, Bethel 

has been on the front line in service to the 

community providing food and household supplies 

support, tutoring, mental health support and 

resources for children and families and COVID-19 

testing and vaccine/booster clinics.  In response to 

the church’s critical presence during the pandemic, 

the congregation received a $1.5 million dollar 

grant from the Montgomery County Recovery 

Office to undergird its vaccine, farm/garden and 

mental health programs. Additionally, due to this 

support a capital improvement and upgrade plan 

has been launched which will include a complete 

renovation and upgrade of the church’s current 

fellowship hall/community life spaces, kitchen as 

well as ensuring that Bethel is accessible to 

persons who experience mobility challenges. In 

addition, Rev. Cavaness led the congregation in 

the purchasing of a multi-family unit and 

commercial business unit located directly on the 

church’s property line. Literally saving three (3) 

families from being displaced due to gentrification 

and development.  

Joining with sisters and brothers of other faith 

traditions, she helped to form the Lower Merion 

Clergy Interfaith Alliance and also served as co-

convener of the Lower Merion/Narberth Food 

Insecurity Working Group, which has been at the 

cutting edge of bridging resources to children and 

families in need of food and social service access   

 She has been blessed given her commitment to 

interfaith dialogue, to travel to Israel in 2017 by 

invitation twice to advance dialogue between the 

African American and Jewish communities. 

In 2018, she and the Bethel, Ardmore Family were 

blessed with the honor and privilege to host the 

202nd Session of the Philadelphia Annual 

Conference - the first time ever held on the Main 

Line and hosted by a Main Line congregation. 

On January 1, 2022, Rev. Cavaness was elected 

the first female president of the Main Line Black 

Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance. On July 

1, 2023, Rev. Cavaness was elected the first 

African American female president of the Rotary 

Club of Ardmore.  

Rev. Cavaness considers herself a bridge 

connecting people and resources all towards 

creating the beloved community.  She is blessed to 

serve(d) on various boards and initiatives some 

including: Chair - Bethel Academy, Board 

Member - Interfaith Philadelphia, Vice-President- 

CommUNITY Breakfast of the Main Line, 

Executive Committee Member - Main Line 

NAACP Executive Committee, Treasurer - AME 

Ministerial Alliance of Philadelphia, Harrisburg 

and Vicinity Treasurer, Treasurer - Black Clergy 

of Philadelphia and Vicinity, Board Member - 

Family Promise of the Main Line,  Board Member 

- Health Spark Foundation, Board Member - 

Bucks-Mont Collaborative - Board Member - 

Common Space, Member - Lower Merion Police 

and Minority Relations Board,  Board Member - 

Ardmore Library, Board Member - Pennsylvania 

League of Women Voters, Vice Chair -  TUSDA's 

Urban Agricultural County Committee for 

Philadelphia.    

Rev. Cavaness has been featured in the CRAINS 

Business magazine, New York Post’s Page Six 

magazine. In addition, she has been named 

Millennial Superstar by Montco. Today and a 

Main Line Hero by Main Line Today. Recently, 

Rev. Cavaness was recognized by Radnor 

Township for her work in the dedication of a 

historical panel in honor of Bishop Richard Allen’s 

walk to Radnor in 1784.   

She desires to use all of her God-given talents and 

gifts to reach and help all that she can. She lives by 

the statement, "Only what you do for Christ shall 

last."  
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212th Gathering of the August Quarterly 
Closing Festival Worship Service 

Sunday, August 30, 2026 
Chase Center on the Riverfront, Wilmington, Delaware 

 
 
Prelude to Worship  

Prelude of Praise  

Processional of Clergy, Choir, and Distinguished Guests  

Praise & Worship ................................................................. August Quarterly Festival Worship Team  

Call to Worship ............................................................................ Overseer Dr. Ronald W. Whitaker, II  

Opening Hymn ................................................................................. August Quarterly Festival Choir  

Opening Prayer ........................................................................................... Bishop Blaine A. Hackett  

 
A Celebration of Our Legacy  

Welcome to the 212th August Quarterly  

Recognition of Community Partners  

Musical Selection ............................................................................. August Quarterly Festival Choir  

 Recognition of Distinguished Guests  

Special Recognition ............................................................... Sis. Marilyn J. Monk (Chair AQ Festival)  

A Litany of Remembrance ............................................................ Overseer Dr. Ronald W. Whitaker, II  

Recognition of Honorees and Award Recipients  

Greetings from Government & Civic Leaders  

 
Worship Through Giving  
 Invitation to Give .......................................................................... Overseer Dr. Ronald W. Whitaker, II  

Grand March of the Masonic Lodges  

Offertory Response  
"All things come of Thee, O Lord, and of Thine own have we given Thee." 

 
The Proclamation of the Word  
 Introduction of the Preacher ........................................................ Overseer Dr. Ronald W. Whitaker, II  

 Sermonic Selection .......................................................................... August Quarterly Festival Choir  

 Sermon ..................................................................................................... Rev. Carolyn C. Cavaness  

   Mother Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church, Philadelphia, PA 
The Invitation  
 Invitation to Christian Discipleship & Altar Call ............................. Overseer Dr. Ronald W. Whitaker, II  
 
Sending Forth in Faith  
 Benediction ................................................................................................ Bishop George E. Gibson 
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Overseer Doctor Ronald W. Whitaker, II 

 

 

The Rev. Dr. Ronald W. Whitaker, II is the Senior 

Pastor at the Historic Mother African Union  

Church. Dr. Whitaker is an ordained minister of the 

Gospel, who has held numerous ministerial  

leadership positions for over 20 years. As a Spiritual 

thought leader, Dr. Whitaker has been uniquely 

gifted to assist churches, ministries, and faith-based 

organizations.   

As a Critical Scholar-Practitioner, Dr. Whitaker 

is an incoming Associate Professor at Arcadia 

University, an appointed Scholar in Residence at 

Duquesne University, and an inaugural Faculty 

Fellow in Race, Research, and Justice at Vanderbilt 

University. Dr.  Whitaker presents his research at 

both national and international conferences. His 

research centers on issues of Race, Racism, White 

supremacy, Social Justice, the Plight of Black Males, and the Prophetic Black Church Tradition.  

Educationally, The Rev. Dr. Ronald W. Whitaker, II has earned Five degrees. He received his 

Doctorate Degree from Duquesne University, Masters Degrees from both The University of 

Pennsylvania and Eastern University, and Undergraduate Degrees in Urban Ministry Leadership  

and Biblical Studies from Geneva College at the Center for Urban Theological Studies where he  

graduated Magna Cum Laude. Further, Dr. Whitaker also earned a Certificate in Culturally  

Sustaining Teaching from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, and an Executive  

Certificate in Diversity and Inclusion from Cornell University.   

Additionally, as a Minister of the Gospel, The Rev. Dr. Ronald W. Whitaker, II has been blessed  

to receive theological professional development training at the annual Black Theology and  

Leadership Institute at Princeton Theological Seminary, The E.K. Bailey Preaching Conference,  

and Christian Research and Development (CRD).  

Apart from work and ministry, Dr. Whitaker enjoys spending time with his wife (Sheronda) and  

daughter (Rayan), reading and watching documentaries, eating seafood, and traveling. As a  

Prophetic Black Preacher, The Rev. Dr. Ronald W. Whitaker, II finds ministry inspiration in Luke  

4: 18-19, which declares:  

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.  

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set 

the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
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Bishop George E. Gibson, II is a respected pastor, preacher, leadership trainer, and community 
leader whose ministry is distinguished by a commitment to spiritual empowerment, 
collaborative leadership, and community transformation.  
 
He serves as the Senior Pastor of The Love Nation in Wilmington, Delaware, where he 
provides visionary spiritual leadership and is committed to developing disciples, strengthening 
families, and equipping believers to live with purpose and impact.  
 
Beyond his pastoral ministry, Bishop Gibson serves as President of the Interdenominational 
Ministers Action Council (IMAC) of Delaware, Inc., providing leadership to one of Delaware’s 
important ecumenical ministerial organizations. Through IMAC, he works alongside clergy, 
congregations, community leaders, and public officials to address issues impacting 
communities throughout Delaware while advancing unity, justice, service, and the collective 
voice of the faith community.  
 
A gifted communicator and leadership trainer, Bishop Gibson has shared his ministry and 
leadership insights across denominational and organizational settings. He has served as a guest 
preacher and speaker for gatherings including the Baptist Pastors & Ministers Conference of 
Philadelphia and Vicinity, the Union General Baptist Association, and the historic August 
Quarterly. He also provides leadership to the Kingdom International Consortium (KIC) 
Convergence, creating opportunities for clergy and ministry leaders to connect, develop, and 
strengthen their capacity for Kingdom service.  
 
Bishop Gibson’s ministry reflects a conviction that the Church must have both a strong spiritual 
witness and a meaningful presence in the community. Whether preaching the Gospel, 
developing leaders, convening clergy, or advocating for the needs of the community, he 
continues to build bridges across churches, denominations, and institutions.  
 
At the heart of his leadership is a passion for Kingdom advancement, transformational 
leadership, Christian unity, and community empowerment. Bishop George E. Gibson II 
remains committed to using his voice, influence, and ministry to strengthen the Church, develop 
leaders, and help communities flourish.  

Bishop  
George E. Gibson, II 
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E. Dewey Smith Ministries | 4650 Flat Shoals Parkway | Decatur, GA 30034| www.edsministries.org 

 

BIOGRAPHY - DR. E. DEWEY SMITH, JR. 
 

 Dr. E. Dewey Smith is the Senior Pastor/Teacher of The 
House of Hope Atlanta, The House of Hope Macon, and The 
House of Hope WestPointe – one church in three locations. 
A proud native of Macon, GA, he has been a minister of the 
gospel for more than 30 years. He commenced his preaching 
ministry at age 17 and his pastoral ministry at 19.  
 
Smith is a learned man. He received a Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Morehouse College, in Atlanta, GA; graduated 
Magna Cum Laude with a Master of Science degree from 
Amridge University in Montgomery, AL; and earned his 
Doctor of Ministry degree from the United Theological 
Seminary in Dayton, OH. Additionally, he was inducted into 
the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Board of Preachers at 
Morehouse College as a “Distinguished Preacher” and 

received the prestigious honor of having his portrait displayed in Morehouse’s International 
Hall of Honor.  
 
Pastor E. Dewey Smith has always had a passion to redress those things that plague the 
community and burden the people he serves. Throughout his ministry he has been heavily 
involved in prison reform, re-entry programs, mental health care, human services and 
community development. In 2013, he launched The Tabitha’s House, a non-profit 
organization that provides housing, counseling and support to young girls rescued from 
human trafficking.  
 
Dr. Smith loves the arts and is professionally involved in music, media, film and television 
production. His first solo project,”God Period,” was named one of the top albums of 2021 
by Billboard. His first single, “Your Presence Is A Gift,”  scored #1 on the Billboard Gospel 
Airplay Charts. He is a 2022 Stellar Award winning solo artist, two-time Dove Award 
nominee, and an American Music Awards nominee.  His sophomore solo album, “Songs 
Daddy Used To Sing,” will be released Fall 2025, and is a stellar tribute to his deceased 
father, as well as classic Gospel Music. 
 
 
Smith is also the Founder/Overseer of the “Ambassadors Assembly,” a network of over 300 
pastors and leaders from across the globe. An ecumenical fellowship, Ambassadors 
Assembly provides ministry oversight, comprehensive ministry strategies,  and para-
church support to churches and leaders throughout the  
world. 
 
Dr. Smith is married to the lovely, former Andrea Fambro, his best friend of over 30 years. 
They have been blessed with two sons, Kamari Elijah and Kylen Isaiah.  
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Reginald Hughes
Managing Funeral Director

Mortician

Portia Sharp
Director of Mortuary Operations & 
Licensed Funeral Director - DE/PA 

Traditional Funeral Services & Burial
Cremation with Memorial Service

Memorial Services
Veterans Funeral Services

Pre Planning
Main Office

717 W. Division Street
Dover, Delaware 19904
(302) 678-8747

(833) 888-2009 (Toll Free)

www.benniesmithfuneralhomesdelaware.com
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                                THE DELAWARE AFRO-AMERICAN 
SPORTS HALL of FAME, INC.

Founded 1996

AN ADVOCATE FOR
OUTSTANDING ATHLETIC

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

THE DELAWARE AFRO-AMERICAN SPORTS 
HALL OF FAME, INC.  OFFICERS

 
           Mark P. Sills                           Emile Brown                               Tamara Stoner
           President                                Recording Secretary                  Corresponding Secretary

                                                                       

           Donald E. Polk, Jr.                Wendy Hanner                               W. Hanner   
           Vice-President                      Treasurer/Membership Chair        Contact Person

           

           Clemon Jordan                      Howard Smack                              Clemon Jordan
           Chaplain                                Assistant Treasurer                       Parliamentarian

                                                                       
                                                                    
                                                                    

www.daashof.org 
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Scan the QR to visit 
ChristianaCare.org or to 
request an appointment.
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Personal Assistance
 (bathing, dressing, grooming)

Meal Preparation &
Light Housekeeping

Medication
Reminders

Companionship &
Errands

myaffordablehomecare.com
Visit Our Website

Affordable Home Care proudly salutes the
212th August Quarterly Festival

JOIN OUR
GROWING TEAM!

WHERE THE
STORY LIVES,
WHERE THE
STORY LIVES,
We Help It Stay Home.We Help It Stay Home.

Our Soul Is Compassion, Our Story is Care: Our Soul Is Compassion, Our Story is Care: 
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the life and legacy of Rev. Peter Spencer. As sons and
daughters of Richard and Sarah Allen, African Methodists
familiar with our history understand the importat role Rev.
Spencer played in the development of our branch of zion.

Methodism was the vehicle used by God to bring a
liberating Gospel to those enslaved, and we are the living

proof of God's goodness, and Rev. Spencer and Bishop
Allen's faithfulness. May the work of Rev. Spencer

continue to inspire us to preach Christ and Him crucified
Congratulations on 212 years!

the life and legacy of Rev. Peter Spencer. As sons and
daughters of Richard and Sarah Allen, African Methodists
familiar with our history understand the importat role Rev.
Spencer played in the development of our branch of zion.

Methodism was the vehicle used by God to bring a
liberating Gospel to those enslaved, and we are the living

proof of God's goodness, and Rev. Spencer and Bishop
Allen's faithfulness. May the work of Rev. Spencer

continue to inspire us to preach Christ and Him crucified
Congratulations on 212 years!

WWW.BETHELWILMINGTON.ORG

honorshonors

REV. DR. STANLEY HEARST II  
Pastor|Teacher

REV. DR. STANLEY HEARST II  
Pastor|Teacher
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 JOIN US!                                                                   JOIN US!  

www.ezionmtcarmel.org     

EZION MOUNT CARMEL UMC

 Congratulations on the 212  th

AUGUST QUARTERLY FESTIVAL

Rev. Cornelius Berry, M.Div., Lead Pastor

Worship with us on Unity Day, Sunday, October 18  at 9:30 a.m.  th
71
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  INTERDENOMINATIONAL MINISTERS ACTION COUNCIL OF DELAWARE, INC. 

Congratulations: 
 

Community Service Building, 100 W. 10th Street, Suite 106, Wilmington, DE 19801 
 Phone (302) 777-1190   Fax  (302)  777-1191    Email imacde@imacde.org    Website IMACDEL.COM 

E 

 

Serving Delaware  
             and beyond… 

 

 

 

 

 

August Quarterly 

 
 

 

th 

Overseer Rev. Dr.  
Ronald W. Whitaker II   

 And Mother African Union Church 
 

Bishop  

George E. Gibson II 

IMAC PRESIDENT 
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Congratulations 

 

 

 

 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 

know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.   

           
I Corinthians 15:58 

 

AUGUST QUARTERLY FESTIVAL  

ON YEAR… 
on 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Manna Christian Fellowship Church 

733 E. 22nd Street, Wilmington, Delaware 19802 
Rev. Aaron R. Moore, Pastor 

(302) 777-4240 
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Episcopal Church of Saints  

Andrew & Matthew 

719 N. Shipley Street 
Wilmington, DE 19801  

302-656-6628  
www .ssam.org 

 
Sunday services 

8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
 

Facebook prayer services   
Monday-Friday at  

8:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. 
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In Loving 
Memory to all 
our loved ones 
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

Celebrating 212 Years with August Quarterly 

Beverly Whye Todd and Family 
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  “Rather than mourn the absence of the flame,
Let us celebrate how brightly it burned.”

Let us recall favorite memories of sharing 
times when we were all together. Let us

celebrate the spirit of one very special life, 
so in our hearts the flame will burn forever..

In the spirit of 
“ Peter Spencer, Educator,” 

Joe’s guiding motto:
    “Embrace, Inspire and 
Challenge Every Child 

Every Day.”

Thyra Brumskill and Family

oved L Missed by Many...&
JOSEPH

BRUMSKILL
“Joe”
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In Loving Memory
/// 

/// 

// 

Mills, Dickerson 
&  

Hairston Family 

Daintry M. Wright 

Jane J. Gibbs 

Valerie E. McCoy 

Groups and Family’s

Edward & Evonn Ingram 

Ruben & Delia McElrath 

Deborah Badson 

Lloyd McElrath///// 

//? 
The 

English Family / 
The 

Peyton Johnson 
Family 

Elder’s Ministry 

Church 
Anniversary 
Committee 
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Cheris C. Allen 

Dave Allen 

Dianita Allen 

James Allen 

Jha’Lynn Allen 

Semaj Allen 

Mary R. Baines 

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Benjamin 

Anthony Blake 

Doretha Blake 

George Blake 

Lelia M. Blake 

Ja’Keila Booker-Bass 

Varie Booker 

Aniyah Brooks 

Cheryl Bryant 

Clinton Cale 

Ernest Cale Jr. 

Keenan Cale 

Mark Cale 

Mekhi Cale Brown 

Marilyn Cale Turner 

Michael T. Cale 

Serenity Caulk-Allen 

Abella Chase 

Abria Chase 

Bennisha Chase 

Darla Chase 

Larry Chase Jr. 

Ziahare Chase 

Jax Conaway 

Nomi Conaway 

Nyarah Conaway 

Barbara Congo 

Apostle Anthony Cornish II 

Co-Pastor Sonya Cornish 

Mr. & Mrs. Will & Nina Crockett, Sr. 

Donald B. Davis 

Ta’Ry Dickerson 

April Dupree 

Hiram Dyer & Family 

Tyair Gibbs 

TyKeim Gibbs 

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Gilbert, Sr. 

Clara Goulsby-Fisher 

Spencer Goulsby 

Mary Guy 

Babie Haire 

Frontella Hampton 

Ann Henry 

Charles Henry 

Eric Henry 

Erica Henry 

Trevor Holland 

Zuri Holland 

Mr. & Mrs. Bobby & Carol Johnson, Sr.

Vera Jones 

Prophet Maurice Keys 

Frances Lee Kittrell 

Paulette Laws 

Deacon Connie LeCompte 

Sister Kasiyah Lloyd 

Brother Kwelii Lloyd 

Bridgette Macer 

Ronnie Mays 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert & Linda McClean 

Aniyah J. McElrath 

David E.R. McElrath 

Reverend Ruben & Janis McElrath 

Tori M. McElrath 

Raychel Michele 

Liana Moreno 

Ashley Morris 

Carlos Morris 

Elder Julious Newman 

Joyce Pelson 

David & Eva Ray 

Shina Ray 

Adreianna Richardson 

Dante Richardson 

Elijah Richardson 

Juanita Richardson 
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Laverne Ford 

Lawrence & Debbie Foster 

Tasir Gardner 

Patrice F. Gibbs 

Quanyet Gibbs 

Talia Gibbs 

Tomir Gibbs 

Tomiyah Gibbs 

Tyair Gibbs Sr. 

Latrell Robinson 

Rylee Robinson 

Ruby & Allen 

Michael Sanders 

Shyra Sanders 

Sandra Simpers 

Carmenta Simpson 

Darnell & Tina Smith 

Sylverna Smith 

Lavon Snagg 

Ruben Stanford 

Dawn Stevenson 

Reverend Marlene Stewart 

Naomi Stewart 

Bernadette Sturgis 

Marva Sturgis 

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence & Bettie Surles Sr. 

Jazmyne Thomas 

Shevawn D. Thomas-Collins 

Za’niyrah Thomas 

Chauncey L. Turner 

Tahiya Turner 

Toquinna Turner 

Reverend Beverly Webb & Family 

Bertha Williams 

Diane Williams 

John Williams 

Kimberly Richardson 

Roger Richardson 

Kimberly Robertson 

Ace Robinson 

Ava Robinson 

Cayomie Robinson 

Cayto Robinson 

Damyn Robinson 

Tannis Willis 

LeDay Womack 

LeDay McKinley Womack 

Yulanda Womack 

Dehigh M. Wright 

Jacqueline P. Wright 

Laverne Wright 

Nicola Wright 

Otis Wright, III 

William & Dineen Wright-Thomas 
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►Traditional Funeral Services & Burial
►Cremation with Memorial Service
►Memorial Services
►Veterans Funeral Services
►Pre Planning

Wilmington, Delaware
741 S. Broom Street
Wilmington, DE 19802
(302) 655-2219

(302) 384-6283 (Fax)

Millsboro, Delaware
30587 DuPont Boulevard
Millsboro, DE 19966
(302) 934-9019
(302)934-6515 Fax

Seaford, Delaware
437 North Front Street
Seaford, DE 19973
(302) 628-8280
(302) 990-5055 Fax

Milford, Delaware
274 Rehoboth Boulevard
Milford, DE 19963
(302) 422-5955

(302) 491-4693 (Fax)

Main Office
717 W. Division Street
Dover, Delaware 19904
(302) 678-8747

(833) 888-2009 (Toll Free)

www.benniesmithfuneralhomesdelaware.com

Serving Our Delaware Communities for Over 40 Years!
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Compassion. Care. 
Understanding & Support.

Celebrating Faith, Heritage, and Unity During The August Quarterly

For over a decade, families throughout Delaware have trusted Evan W. Smith Funeral Services to honor their 
loved ones with care and compassion. Our newly expanded chapel and family spaces in Wilmington are de-
signed to bring comfort and peace during life’s most difficult moments. It is our privilege to help carry your 

family’s legacy forward. ank you for letting us stand with you.

v
201 N. Union Street | Wilmington, DE 19805 | 302-377-6906            518 S. Bay Road | Dover, DE 19901 | 302-526-4662

www.ewsmithfs.com | info@ewsmithfs.com
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	Senator Chris Coons.pdf
	CONGRATULATIONS  TO THE AUGUST QUARTERLY FESTIVAL
	FOR BRINGING TOGETHER OUR COMMUNITY AND CELEBRATING THE LEGACY OF DR. PETER SPENCER!
	BEST WISHES,



	Sarah McBride for Congress Ad.pdf
	I’m so proud to support the August Quarterly Festival and celebrate their 212th anniversary. Enjoy!

	Wilmington City Council 8.5x11 Full Page Ad.pdf
	WILMINGTON CITY COUNCIL
	“As we celebrate the 212th Anniversary of the August Quarterly, we honor a remarkable tradition that has stood as a symbol of African American faith, freedom, resilience, and unity for more than two centuries. Born in Wilmington through the vision of Peter Spencer, the August Quarterly continues to inspire generations while celebrating the enduring legacy of African American spiritual independence. May this year's celebration remind us of the strength of our past and the promise of our future.”
	TRIPPI CONGO
	COBY J. OWENS
	1st District

	SHANÉ N. DARBY
	2nd District

	ZANTHIA OLIVER
	3rd District

	MICHELLE HARLEE
	4th District

	CHRISTIAN WILLAUER
	5th District

	YOLANDA M. MCCOY
	6th District

	CHRIS JOHNSON
	7th District

	NATHAN FIELD
	8th District

	MARIA D. CABRERA
	At-Large

	ALEXANDER D. HACKETT
	At-Large

	JAMES SPADOLA
	At-Large

	LATISHA BRACY
	At-Large


	www.wilmingtoncitycouncil.com


	Kathy Jennings.pdf
	CONGRATULATIONS ON THE 212TH AUGUST QUARTERLY! WISHING YOU AND YOURS A JOYOUS AND MEANINGFUL CELEBRATION.
	KATHYFORDELAWARE.COM
	@KATHYJENNINGSDE
	@KATHYJENNINGSDE


	Lydia York.pdf
	CongratulationS on 212 years  DELAWARE STANDS WITH YOU
	www.LydiaYork.com
	“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,  plans to give you hope and a future.”  Jeremiah 29:11


	Affordable Home Care.pdf
	Affordable Home Care proudly salutes the 212th August Quarterly Festival
	Our Soul Is Compassion, Our Story is Care:
	WHERE THE STORY LIVES,
	We Help It Stay Home.
	JOIN OUR GROWING TEAM!
	myaffordablehomecare.com




	Bethel AME Church.pdf
	WWW.BETHELWILMINGTON.ORG

	FINAL AUGUST QUARTERLY 2026 EMC UMC (1).pdf
	EZION MOUNT CARMEL UMC
	Congratulations on the 212th  AUGUST QUARTERLY FESTIVAL
	JOIN US!                                                                   JOIN US!
	Worship with us on Unity Day, Sunday, October 18th at 9:30 a.m.






