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About August Quarterly

Background

August Quarterly is a historical
festival and celebration. It started in
1814 on the one-year anniversary of
when Peter Spencer launched the first
African American Church denomination
in the U.S., called the Union Church of
African Members in Wilmington, DE in
1813. The AQ lives today as a festival to
religious freedom and a celebration of
the spirit of freedom in every form of
human endeavor.

There were several other
African American local churches at the
time, Bethel Church in Philadelphia,
James Varick’s AME Zion Church in New
York, and a Church in Virginia, to name
a few, but at the time none had become
incorporated as a religious body by, for,
or with African Americans in leadership.
This is a little-known black history fact,
with  most assuming the church
movement for African Americans began
with Richard Allen three years later in
1816 at the Organizing Conference of
the African Methodist Episcopal Church,
or 1820

when the AME Zion Church started. Though
extremely significant, particularly since Allen
did start the first “local” church for African
Americans in Philadelphia, and the AME
movement became much more widespread,
it cannot be overlooked or dismissed that it
was Spencer’s church that introduced the
notion of a separate and independent
denomination for African Americans.

It was one year later, in 1814, on the
first-year anniversary that Spencer and the
Union Church of African Members launched
the first August Quarterly, formally known at
the time as the Big Quarterly. The churches
connected with Spencer’s movement were
“Methodist” in doctrine and polity, and each
one had its individual quarterly meetings
throughout the year but made the annual
pilgrimage to Wilmington for a Big Quarterly
meeting with the other churches in the
denomination. The AQ grew to become not
only a faith assembly of the Union Church of
Africans, but a gathering of African American
unity and solidarity in the region.

The Big Quarterly, affectionately
known as the August Quarterly Festival
(feast) has been a continuous event since
1814, with the exception of the years of the
Civil War, 1863-1865. The AQ is like a
religious Independence Day, if you will.
Initially it commemorated the start of African
American religious freedom and churchdom,
which caught on to become the most long-
standing institution in the African American
community, withstanding the struggle of the
African American community with the
mantra “We’ve come this far by faith,
leaning on the Lord.”

About the August Quarterly
Souvenir Magazine

Features of AQ Magazine

L

The AQ Magazine will include Ads, Patrons,
Tributes, Articles with Historical
information.

Distributed free of charge at AQ Festival
events.

The magazine has become a Historical
Collector’s Item.

80+ beautiful full color pages.

Deadline for Advertisements

July 31, 2026.

Acceptable payment methods:

Check or Money Order

Make payments payable to:

August Quarterly Festival Committee, Inc.

It is wonderful to support, live and
love “The Historical Big Quarterly!”
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